
HA-1659 

F.O. Mitchell and Bros. Inc. 

Office 

Ferryman, Kd. 

Capsule-Summary 

The canning industry was once a major aspect in the econmic life of 

Harford County. This building is the office of one of the last remaining 

canning firms active in the County. It is located in the center of the 

small rural village of Ferryman, a settlement surrounded by the Aberdeen 

Froving Grounds and agricultural fields. Despite its small size and 

simplicity, the building is quite stylish with its hipped roof and dark 

shingles. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This office building is located at h2J MJLchaelaTJ.il* Boad, on 

the northeast side of the street, north of the intersection with 
Railroad Avenue. It is a one story frame structure with a rock face 
concrete block foundation and a hipped roof. It is three bays wide, with 
a center entrance on the south elevation that fronts Hailroad Avenue. The 
building is 5 Days long, and has hipped roof porches sheltering the south 
and north entrances. These porches are supported by tapered square 
columns. Windows are 6/1 and the exterior is clad in dark cedar 
shingles. The roof is of modern materials, and the roof rafters 
are exposed and finished with a plumb cut. There is a brick chimney 
in the northwest corner that vents a fireplace in the President's 
office. 

The interior is divided into a number of office spaces. The floors 
are wooden planks, and the walls are finished v.dth 2" grooved planking. 
The interior is finished with dark stain* 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building is the office of F.O. Mitchell and Bothers, Inc., 
the largest canning firm still operating in Harford County. Canning 
was once a vital part of the economy in the county up through the 1920's. 
By that time, the larger businesses had made small canning operations 
unprofitable, and the banning factories relocated to the eastern shore 
where they still operate today. The history of the canning industry in 
Harford County is a ripe research topic—aside from statistics in old 
agricultural books, there is no written history of this once thriving 
local industry that employed not only County residents, but laborers from 
Baltimore City as well. 

Like the Ferryman Post Office (HA-I658) across the street, this office 
building is quite stylish for its place and time. A rural village like 
Ferryman is hardly a place where one would look to see architectural 
innovation, but there is no denying that with its dark shingles, tapered 
columns and exposed rafters that the Mitchell office has a slight flavor 
of"California Mission" about it. In any case, it certainly rejects the 
applied decoration of the late 19th century, for something more subtle 
and less ostentatious. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- IK>» 



MITCHELL'S 
WHOLE KERNEL GOLDEN SWEET CORN 

MITCHELL'S Golden Corn has been 

thoroughly cooked. 

HEAT entire contents, add small piece 

of butter, serve in own l iquid for a 

tasty vegetable dish. 

C O R N FRITTERS 

1 No. 303 Can MITCHELL'S Corn 
Prepared Pancake Flour i£ teaspoon salt 

Combine corn, salt and pancake flour for 
proper thickness to drop from spoon on 
hot greased griddle. Fry until golden 
brown on both sides. Serve hot - plain or 
with maple syrup. 

CAN SIZE 303 

INGREDIENTS: CORN, WATER, 
SUGAR AND SALT. 

F.O. MITCHELL &BRQ., Inc. 
PERRYMAN, MD. 21 130 

PACKERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 










